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! After these events, the word of HASHEM came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Fear not,
Abram, | am a shield for you; your reward is very great.”
2And Abram said, “My Lord, HASHEM/ELOHIM: What can You give me seeing that I go
childless, and the steward of my house is the Damascene Eliezer?"
3 Then Abram said, “See, to me You have given no offspring; and see, my steward inherits

”

me... -

4 Suddenly, the word of HASHEM came to him, saying: “That one will not inherit you. Only him
that shall come forth from within you shall inherit you.”® And He took him outside, and said,
“Gaze, now, toward the Heavens, and count the stars if you are able to count them!” And He
said to him, “So shall your offspring be! "QAnd he trusted in HASHEM, and He reckoned it to him

2 o) “Orumach

6. '3 RN — And he trusted in HasHEM. This unswerving
faith had been part of Abraham for a long time. Had the
meaning been that he began to trust from that moment on,
the Hebrew would have read 'ma yax (/bn Caspi). Rather, the
sense of the verse is that Abraham submitted himself totally
to God, placing in Him his total confidence and seeking all
his guidance and attitudes in God’s teachings (R’ Hirsch).
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We mentioned previously that Avraham Avinu brought the world
to the awareness of Hashem through acts of kindness. Let us now
turn our attention to understanding the cmunah, the faith of the firsi
Patriarch, by analyzing the above possuk.

X -Rashi explains that the verse is describing Hashem's apprecia-

Hon of Avraharm’s faith. “And he believed in Hashem; he did not ask

Hashem for a sign that Hashem would fulfill His promise to give
; him a son.., And He regarded it as righteousness for him; HaKadosh g

Baruch Hu reckoned the faith Avram placed in Him in his merit and
— as righteousness for him”

However, what would have been the alternative to Avraharms
belief in Hashem? He either believes or he does not, There is nothine

in between the two options. Any lack of belief is a clear expression of
heresy. The Ramban (Bereishis 15:6) puts it this way:

I do not understand the nature of this zechus. Why should Avraham
% not believe in the trustworthy God, when he is His prophet and ‘God

is no man that He should lie’ (Bamidbar 23:19)? How could Avraham,

who so believed in Hashem that he was ready to slaughter his only.

beloved son [on Divine command], and passed many other tests
[of faith], not believe the good tidings [that his offspring should be’
plentiful}?
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However, to put one’s faith in the words of another is never ex-
_pressed as -3 pxn, but as - ppxn — as in o5 e X2 1 (Shemos 4:1).

MR as a result of the immediately preceding Words of God. However,
it says: /n2 pmxm. Avraham’s whole life had been lived mnmxa. Through

the very Name 172 by which he had addressed God (above, v. 2), he
had expressed his complete g, Now (v. 5) he was privileged to hear
from God’s peuth about the destiny of his people. Thus he was given
new opportunity to act and live Jnamxa. o
~ ,n:'mx;is th¢ essence of Judaism; but to define mnmr as “belief” is to
empty the term of its true content. Belief is an act of the mind, some-
times only an opinion. Every belicver thinks his beliefs are true, based
on the reasoning and assurances of someone else. Nowadays, religion
is identified with belief, and belief is thought to be the essence of reli-
gion. A_religious pérson believes in principles that cannot be grasped
by the intellect. Thus, religion has been divorced from ife and converted
into_a catechism of doctrines, a system of faith-slogans, required for
admission to the h&éafter.

<2 miex is not merely theoretical faith, th¢ .§qbordination of one’s own
rr;iﬁd to the mind of another. Rather, 712 pikit means: to rely upon G.od,‘
(’;n tflgory and in practice; to take strength: in Him and.to follow Hlm.
Similarly, the verb jax in the %p has a primarily practlca.l flenota‘tm'n.
Compare 18 *1 nbyn (Shir Ha-Shirim 7:2); thus the Rabbinic term 1R
(craftsman, artisan). An j»iX is an educator who shapes the minds of
his students. my: education. ja§, then, means not simply to be firm,
but to make firm, to give shape and form to amorphous matter.
%Thus, /713 POXA means to put one’s trust in God; to be in Gpd’s hanfl
like clay in the potter’s hand. A pnxn casts his burden on GE?K God is

his Fashioner and Educator, Supporter and Guide. In shor_t a_7nRn
entrusts himself entirely to God.
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the commitment. But people who are already committed have a

different challenge regarding emunah.

The struggle of the person who is already a “bel-ie&%r” is a much
deeper emotional struggle. >

i( A person naturally and instinctively craves stability and surety.
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We are physical beings who are part of a natural order. Nature is
first and foremost “regular.” The laws of nature are immutable, and

events occur with clockwork regularity. Day turns to night, and
night turns to day; seasons come and seasons go.
'Y Emunah demands that we live a life that is inherently irregular.
‘We are constantly measured and tested, and HaShem responds to _
our deeds and misdeeds. We are challenged with events that may

- - be difficult in order that we develop further. The ultimate test of
remunah, then, is to leave the comfort zone of nature and the natu-

ral. It requires sacrificing this primal instinct for a chance to grgyg_)
out of that confinement.

~ Emunah is the faculty that moves a person to look beyond the

gomfort zone of “as is.” The Chazon Ish writes at the beginning of

Emunah U’bitachon that “On a quiet night when everything is quiet

and settled, a person’s soul throbs and yearns for something more.

" It prods him to seek and search.” He describes that emotion in ex-
traordinarily beautiful terms. '

1} On the other extreme, worshippers of avodah zarah see the var-
ious elements of the world as they are materially. The fact that they
cannot relate to the intangible and ethereal is not only an intellec-
tual deficiency; it is an emotional resistance as well. Ifit is beyond
me, it is not in my grasp. In other words, the idol worshipper relies

on classic natural cause and effect, inherent in the physical world

only, while the baal emuneh recognizes that thefe are myriad pos-

¢ ibilities beyond what the eyes appear to see and what the facts

appear to predict. : .
Thus, the first test to Avraham is “lech lecha.” “Go from the

land ... o the lgnd that I will show you.”® Rashi there explains that )
HaShem did not tell him where He was taking him in order to “re-
ward” him for every step of the way! Rashi is in effect describing
the true nature of emunah. If a person at least knows where he is )
7/

27 DR DR X, IMRI ‘02 DRIwe ANMR OY AR ,NT2TR TING DRIDY
ST T DR 2 IR DY a0 — DN R awy DR A0

Ox_ D DrpRE DaTmb By RY 27BYK A Dyrra mvs onb ton R
nebwn ARTOT DTRY WAY MR P — 74T DR QYT R, — MR
ppn 00 TIMR NS OY1 QTR 8D H3 WRRM, — 3non By &P
Rop ROR /N0 ININOZN3 790n PAR® RS 47 R02w Imb TUR 1O MR
WL D% 13 NP 2T . RO AWK ROR AR A0 POV NP M1vas
NIRON D02 97T BN PYY) ANIARA NV paTnm 1 zmxn}
I3 a0 SIORRT PRROE (A POn nMmT 05 matpna i m pan xown!
TO_/M° 12 _PaT Awyl Xt D 13 APMW INNBRYD KW O PR KIY e
Sy Do 930 TPER AT PRAREY A YRR NRTD 930 1A% KWT DRRD
9277 DROXY, AZMYR 12 U7 030 370199 TPARET R0DIPI N3Mm,.D 198K 939
TNO9a0 2 PART DANARY AT LY MK KT 9773 00 7Pwon bR
W ANAMWRI DT PANT AW YT OY 1 DNvana aam .avwh R Pt 1o
buan™ mnYT PRI MY Swyni MR PRY AwYRR NRYS Yon i 94
ORI DOYYE BYIR TN DINT A3 R0 A00NT MR T1E PRY KT 0200
ARwY LANDanE DT B A2 YR 0MATH 99 DR OfhaR YT oma
MoK PYY) 0T OTPa PRRAD MR 110 IR i 7Y a9a K2 IBR
L3 3 5h namRa Paya oav

E

R’ Yitzchak said: [Avraham] may be compared to someone who

was passing from place to place and chanced upon a i)alace that
~was lit up (dolekes). He proclaimed, “Can it be that this palace has
no leader?” The owner then stuck his head out and excldimed, “I

am the owner!”®

“The usual meaning of “dolekes” is “lit up,” as we have translated
it. And it means that Avraham perceived a functioning world and
recognized it as having a creator. This is certainly the simple mean-
ing of this Midrash. »
¥ But the Chiddushei Harim™ finds a deeper sense in this Midrash.
Dplekes may be interpreted as “pursuing.”"! Thus, it means that

.Ayraham saw a world that was in hot pursuit of the “beyond!” This

is not a mere recognition of the facts in front of the person’s nose,

4
ut rather an awareness that there is a beyond.

going, there is some sense of the “comfortably known.”

¢ _But when every step carries a question mark of “to where,” then
gnly a person who senses that he is walking alongside HaShem can
make the journey into that unknown.

~J, And that is the emunah of Avraham, who pursued G-d beyond
’the natural order of the world, above what reality appeared to be,

through uncertainty and lack of clarity. And this is the emunah

that he has bequeathed to us, his progeny.

N
l This description of emunah is what HaShem revealed to Moshe
when he asked, “And if they ask me for Your néme, what shall I
tell them?”® HaShem replied, “Ehkieh (I will be).” The Midrash
Qsiyos D'rebbi Akiva explains this name as follows: “With emunah,
1 ereated the world; with emunah, I guide the world; and with emu-
ngh, 1 will renew the world.” This Midrash is extraordinarily cryptic.
‘What does it mean “With emunah, I created the world?” And how
does all this fit into the name Ehkich?
The answer is that Ehkieh is the understanding that HaShem
has not defaulted to a regular and natural order. “I will be” means
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. that the things to come are not continuations of what is, but rather

spmething new and very possibly unanticipated. There is an on-
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going hashgachah whereby HaShem keeps revealing Himself and
leading us anew each step of the way.
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HaShem created the world with emunah. Tt;s means that th’e

ypatural order was not the purpose of creation. The purpese of cre- )’ 03D DWW 13 nwnb (R oW waR X abwy oy o
kN 3 N i
“ation was for people to attach themselves to HaShem via emunah — /P

‘each step a new step led by HaShem.
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or'y the most basic level of emunah. Here, the Torah is discussing A
a much greater level of emunah. Avraham believed in Hashem that o — e T
ke would bear children when all of nature belied such a possibility. - 235 MWRT3_ 0D ™ an

" He and his wife weve we'l nasi their childbearing years, and more-

“hazal tell us that S ‘physi ing the organs :

over, Chagal tell us ,Lhat parah W.as pbys?mally l.a Ckl g or32 5 RN D9 DRI9 DY 17 BR NPR 7772 INR XD 03 1ORWY NIRE IORY
necessary o bear children! The scientific impossibility of Hashem’s
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This is borne out by Akeidas Yitzchak, the binding of Yitzchak.
Avraham was promised “ke yehiyeh zaracha, thus shall be your seed
[as many as the stars}” (Bereishis 15:5). He knew he was going to have
children. Twenty-five years later, the prophecy was fulfilled, and
Yitzchak was born. “Ki b'Yitzchak yikare lecha zerah, For through
Yitzchak you shall have seed” (21:12) At this point, Avraham Avinu
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no longer needed (o have faith in Hashem’s promise, for Yitzchak was ) . (A 7

aliving, breathing testimony to its fulfillment. Yet, thirty-seven years s - —— _,"L] -
later, Avraham Avinu received another prophetic vision, instructing _

him to bring his only son as a sacrifice, “haaleihu sham lolah, bring Rl -1‘7 1‘7 v 20 5

him up there as an elevation offering” (22:2). This should have created
an impossible situation, for it contradicted the original promise that
Yitzchak would be the progenitor of all Avraham Avinu’s lineage.
However, Avraham Avinu was undaunted, even unconcerned by
the command to slaughter his son. “Vayashkeim baboker, he arose
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of Hashem, His promise to give him children, as stronger and more
tangible than the physical reality of his son Yitzchak. ‘

This depth of emunah was beyond what was expected even from
graharn Avinu. Tt was an extraordinary level of righteousness for <
Avraham to have attained. For this reason Hashem considered his

faith to be of special merit, vayach’sheveiha lo tzedaka. ekl n:nx LTI 701 9% °nAaT ‘R IR 1197 :pioba mRIw WY
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heaven. He was ready to wait until God chose, never doubting I-.hs word. Indeed, »
o had to wait twenty-five years to have a child (the numenc.al Yalue of. the

word s is-twenty-five — Baal H aTurim). The sign of trm.a bel:lef in Qod is an _
\inwavering confidence which steadfastly asserts itself de.splte disappointments, -~ ¥1 923 WM nR vonb oRA nvban
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Jrom the grapevine, she shall not eat; wine or aged wine, she shall not drink; anything
contaminated, she shall not eat. Lyerything that I commanded her, she shall observe.”
What, then, was the purpose of the angel’s reappearance?

A novel idca is suggested here: Manoach did not request that the angel reappear
to clarify the laws of nezirus; he knew them. Rather, he wished to ask the angel
aboufé}é_@;: of ¢hinuch, educating children. Manoach wanted to understand how
he would be able to raise a child with the additional restrictions and holiness of
a nuzir if he, the child’s father, wouldn't follow these restrictions himself. Indeed,

when the angel returned, he said, “You are right, Manoach. The father of a child who
will be a nrazir must also conduct himself as a nazir”

When we reread the words of the angel, we see this idea clearly. Grammatically,
the words 72%n ayn, and gy address either the third person feminine or the second
pegsénhnﬁ;iéculf;xe in t_hg_ future tense. Thus, the angel’s instructions can also be
translate s, “Of everything that I spoke to the woman, Yyou should beware. Of

2 anﬁﬂ@ t comes from the grapevine, you shall not eat; wine or aged wine,
you shiall not. drink; anything contaminated, you shall not eat. Everything that I
commanded her, you shall observe.” Manoach was told that he, too, must adhere to
the laws of neziris. :

Children learn from what their parents do far more than from what their parents
sgy.@g a parent cannot raise a child to be a razir unless he conducts himself as
a nazir, no parent can expect his child to adhere to good behavior that he himself

does not embrace,
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A careful reading of the text suggests that Avram was exceptibr}gl not
only in his faith in Hashem, but also in his ability ultimately to instill that
faith in his children. (This point is based on a grammatical analysis of the
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word yann, a causative form, indicating that Avram caused others to e B onow TP YT AW
believe in Hashem.) In the worst of times, even in the darkest moments - ¥ opmd qER Mt Doy 0° 91
of the Egyptian exile, Avram's descendants never lost-their faith; / Janbm P DT Yy oS rnbm'

Hashem even chastised Moshe for doubting Israel's faith. Thus the
/\/ Sages called Israel mymarn n2 oK, believers who are the children of
believers (cf. Shabbos 97a), referring to the faith that was instilled in
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them by their ancestor Avram. Never losing faith that, against all odds, - : W 19%0N EYTHG ENDNS D73 0 Y
Hashem would grant him children, he implanted the capacity for that ) oD oY oauIbn oD pysd oo
o sarmie emunﬁqh_ly_l_the collective psyche of his descendants, the Jewish DEOD Y73) BV /D WD D O
people. It was in the merit of such faith that his children were redeemed ® :
trom Eaqunt. —
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